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Media Release – Friday, 13 March 2020 
 
Not one but two inquiries into research and development  
 
The South Australian Productivity Commission today launched two new inquiries into research and 
development (R&D) in South Australia. One inquiry will consider health and medical research while the 
other will focus on research and development in other areas.  
 
The Commission was asked by the South Australian Government to inquire into South Australia’s share of 
Australian Government funding for research and development (R&D), the performance of research 
organisations and the potential long run economic and other benefits flowing from R&D.  
 
The launch was well attended by representatives from universities, research organisations and industry, 
and the Commission looks forward to continuing to engage with stakeholders.  
 
Chair of the SAPC Dr Matthew Butlin said “Today’s turnout demonstrates our researcher and wider industry 
interest in lifting South Australia’s research performance, and the importance of doing so to South 
Australia’s productivity and living standards. I greatly appreciate the interest in the inquiries, and look 
forward to receiving their submissions.”   
 
An issues paper was released today that sets out the Commission’s initial understanding of the matters to 
be addressed in the health and medical research inquiry. An issues paper for the other R&D inquiry will be 
released later this month. After considering stakeholders’ submissions to the issues papers, the Commission 
will publish draft reports before conducting a further round of consultations.   
 
Its final reports will contain recommendations to the Premier on how to improve the share of R&D funding 
received in South Australia, and the productivity of R&D and its contribution to the growth and 
competitiveness of the state’s economy. 
 
Dr Butlin said the state had invested significant amounts in buildings and other research infrastructure, and 
it was important to ask how the state could lift the return it receives on this investment. These inquiries will 
deliver a greater understanding as to how R&D translates into stronger economic performance and 
productivity growth. 
 
“South Australia’s share of national business expenditure on R&D fell from 5.8 per cent in 2011-12 to 4.6 
percent in 2015-16, and the state’s share of funding from the National Health and Medical Research 
Council has fallen from 10.9% in 2000 to 6.6% in 2018,” Dr Butlin said.   
  
“Our inquiry aims to make valuable recommendations to increase our share, and the rate of economic 
growth.”   
 
 
 
Contact:   Dr Matthew Butlin – Chair and Chief Executive, South Australian Productivity Commission 
Telephone Number: 0466 456 892 
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